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Canada student loan forgiveness for pharmacists
What it means. Who qualifies. How to apply.

What is the program?

The Canada Student Loan Forgiveness Program helps health professionals reduce their federal student loan debt when they
work in eligible rural or remote communities. Pharmacists can apply up to 5 times, as long as they meet eligibility criteria for
each year that they apply.

Who is eligible? What communities qualify?

You may qualify if you: Eligible communities are rural or remote areas identified
by the federal government based on your work location’s

$ Have an outstanding Canada Student Loan | code. Y. i heth :
-~ nder the federal Canada Student Loans postal code. You can confirm whether your community
~ ;rogram thatis in good standing (i.¢., you qualifies using the NSLSC postal code lookup tool. Always
have been making payments) S Y verify eligibility before applying.
o Are licensed to practise as a pharmacist in
Canada Rural and remote communities

For the purposes of loan forgiveness, the definition
of an eligible community is a rural area or population

Have worked at least 400 hours of in-person, > PEPYIat
centre with no more than 30,000 people living in it.

® direct patient care in an eligible community
aa over a 12 consecutive month period

How much can be forgiven?

Pharmacists working in eligible rural or remote communities can receive up to $60,000 in loan forgiveness toward the
principal on their Canada Student Loan over 5 years of service, with maximum amounts ranging between $8,000-$16,000 per
year. Forgiveness is applied to the principal on your outstanding loan after each completed year of service. Renewal is NOT
automatic—you must re-apply for each year you would like to have considered. You must continue to make regular payments
to remain eligible.

How do | apply?
Once you have completed a year of service, you have 90 days
to apply for loan forgiveness. To apply: Once you complete 12 consecutive months of service

Log in to your National Student Loans Service Centre (minimum 400 hours), you need to apply within
(NSLSC) account 90 days for that 12-month period to be eligible.

How the 90-day window works

You can apply later, but the recognized 12-month

Complete the Canada Student Loan Forgiveness application
service period shifts based on your application date.

for the year you've met the service requirements.

Provide proof of employment, dates and hours worked, and For example:
licensing information If you work January 1 to December 31, 2025, apply

Check your NSLSC inbox for confirmation or next steps by March 31, 2026, for that full year to count.

Applying April 1, 2026, would recognize February 1,

If the online portal does not yet reflect your eligibility, paper
2025, to January 31, 2026, as your service year.

applications are accepted and processed once the system
updates.

FOR MORE INFORMATION e Canada Student Loan Forgiveness (Government of Canada

e National Student Loans Service Centre (NSLSC



https://tools.canlearn.ca/cslgs-scpse/cln-cln/lfnd-erpm/1-eng.do
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/education/student-aid/grants-loans/repay/assistance/student-loan-forgiveness.html
https://www.csnpe-nslsc.canada.ca/en/home

	Le renouvellement n’est PAS automatique – vous devez déposer une nouvelle demande pour chaque année pour laquelle vous souhaitez bénéficier d’une exonération.



