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Dear Name of MP

My name is Name and I am a pharmacy student living in your constituency. I am writing to you today to ask for your support to extend student loan forgiveness programs to include pharmacists who serve in rural and remote communities across the country.

As you may know, rural and remote areas across Canada face significant challenges in accessing consistent and comprehensive health-care services. The lack of health-care professionals in these regions is a critical issue, and pharmacists play a pivotal role in bridging this gap, providing a broad range of primary care services to their communities. 

However, the financial burden of pharmacy education is a significant barrier to many potential pharmacy students, including high school students who may be considering studying pharmacy. The enrolment fees for pharmacy programs in Canada are on par with, or even exceed, those of medical schools, creating a substantial financial strain on students. The average tuition fee for pharmacy is approximately $19,000/year, a financial burden that often results in significant student loans that can discourage pharmacy graduates from pursuing careers in less lucrative but highly essential roles in rural and remote communities.

Existing student loan forgiveness programs successfully encourage physicians and nurses to work in underserved areas. Extending these benefits to include pharmacists would undoubtedly incentivize other health providers, such as pharmacists, to practice in areas that are in dire need of their expertise and services.

The impact of such a policy would be significant and far-reaching. It would address the health-care disparity in underserved areas and enhance the contributions of the pharmacy profession to public health in Canada. 

I urge you and your colleagues in Parliament to consider this proposal. By extending loan forgiveness to pharmacists willing to serve in rural and remote communities, we can take a significant step towards a more inclusive and equitable health-care system in Canada. 

Pharmacy students need your help to achieve this goal and we hope we can count on your support. I’d be happy to meet with you at your convenience and look forward to a positive response, which can be sent to Email and vppa@capsi.ca. 

Sincerely,
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University PharmD Candidate, Class of 202X
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Nolan Barkhouse
Dalhousie University PharmD Candidate, Class of 2024
CAPSI Vice President, Professional Affairs
vppa@capsi.ca
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